[image: image1.jpg]<

PEN American Center





An advocacy organization of literary professionals working to defend freedom of expression and to advance the cause of literature worldwide
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Why You Should Join PEN

PEN membership makes you a participant in the worldwide literary community. As a member, you enable PEN to act on behalf of all of us who care about the freedom to write and read. As a member, you provide PEN with greater credibility in its support for free expression around the world. You help PEN fight censorship. You join with PEN in encouraging readers and reading. But membership also means you become an advocate for the issues at the heart of writing: free expression and the right to read and write whatever you wish. By lending your name to PEN, you support the advocacy of writers’ rights everywhere. 

The health and growth of the worldwide literary community depends upon all of us. Please become a member of PEN. We need you, and you need us.   

—PEN’s membership committee
Guidelines 

No nomination is required to join PEN American Center. While admission is at the discretion of the membership committee, PEN aims for inclusion, recognizing that a growing and vibrant membership strengthens and informs all of its efforts on behalf of writers and their readers.
PEN welcomes to its membership all literary writers and those belonging to the larger literary community. Writers should have one book published; playwrights and screenwriters: one work produced in a professional setting; others should have achieved recognition in the literary field. Editors, literary agents, literary scouts, publicists, and other literary professionals are all invited to join PEN. 
Any PEN member who has not paid annual membership dues for a period of twelve months after expiration of such membership shall no longer be regarded a member in good standing.
If possible, please fill out this application on a computer. Do not send books, scripts or any original material with your application.  

Candidate Information 

NAME:

ADDRESS:


HOME PHONE:

OFFICE PHONE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

Demonstration of Eligibility
Please list or describe the work you have published, produced, or otherwise engaged in that qualifies you for membership per the guidelines above. (You may use an attached sheet of paper.)

Please submit a copy of your resumé with this application. 


Note that materials submitted to PEN with this application will not be returned. Applications are usually reviewed every six to eight weeks. If you have any questions, please contact Alena Graedon, manager of membership and literary awards, at: alena@pen.org. 

Return this form by email to: membership@pen.org; by fax to: (212) 334-2181; or by U.S. mail to: 

Membership Committee 
PEN American Center 
588 Broadway, Suite 303
New York, NY 10012 
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