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ARTICLE 19

GLOBAL CAMPAIGN FOR FREE EXPRESSION




Geneva, London 24 November 2006

In recent days, the European Commission has demanded that Turkey meet commitments it has made, including the opening of its airports and ports to Cypriot traffic, and to improve human rights, including the right to freedom of expression -  specifically by amending or repealing Article 301 under which numerous writers, journalists and publishers have been brought to court since it was promulgated in June 2005.  The European Commission demands that these changes be made before the next  European Council summit that will be held on 15 December. However they will need to have been put in place by the Turkish authorities in the first week of December to enable the Commission to prepare its report on Turkey’s accession to the Council.

In light of these developments,  the International Publishers Association (IPA), International PEN and ARTICLE 19 are calling on the Turkish authorities, not only to amend, but to repeal Article 301 of the Turkish Penal Code and all other legislation that penalises fight to freedom of expression in a country where dozens of writers, publishers and journalists continue to be  prosecuted for what they write and publish. 

The three organizations, 

· observing that Article 301 of the new Turkish Penal Code is used to suppress the right to freedom of expression as spelled out in the UN International Covenant Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), and the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), to which Turkey is a party. 
· considering that defamation and/or insult laws cannot be justified if their purpose or effect is to protect the “reputations” of entities other than those which have the right to sue and to be sued. 
· supporting the ECHR caselaw according to which defamation laws cannot be justified if their effect or purpose is to prevent legitimate criticism of officials or the exposure of official wrongdoing or corruption 
urge the Turkish authorities to: 

1. Abolish Article 301 of the Penal Code entirely;

2. Remove once and for all any articles that can be used to suppress the rights as enshrined under Article 19 of the ICCPR and Article 10 of the ECHR.

For further information, please contact: Alexis Krikorian (IPA) at krikorian@ipa-uie.org, tel: + 41 22 346 30 18, or Sara Whyatt (International PEN) at: Sara.Whyatt@internationalpen.org.uk, tel: + 44 20 7405 0338; or Agnès Callamard (ARTICLE 19) at: agnes@article19.org, tel: +44 20 7278 9292

For the text of the letter, please click:
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